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Human Hand Not to Touch Tickets Sold at

- ZLelda

INTERIOR VIEW OF ZELDA THEATER, WHICH OPENS TOMORROW NIGHT.

“Zelda.”

That is the name of the newest and
maost completely fitted out motion pic-
ture theater in Duluth and the north-
west. The Zelda theater, Third ave-
nue West and Superior street, wiil
open its doors for the first program
tomorrow at 7 p. m.

From meain entrance to exits,
from malin floor to balcony and
from basement to roof, the Zelda
theater, completed at a cost of $50,-
000 and owned by W, M. Abrahamsou,
well known and successful Duluth
business man and n{anager of vaude-
ville and motion pitture theaters, is
another achlevement for the enter-
tainment of the Duluth public, AMoney
has not been spared nor trouble
avoided in order to perfect details
with the view of making attendance
at the theater as pleasant, comfort-
able and cool as possible.

“With every seat filled, it will be
possible, by reason of the ventilating

gystem, to maintain a temperature of,

65 degrees In hottest weather,” yes-
terday declared E, C. Giliuson, junior
member of Wangenstein & Giliuson,
703-4 Providence building, architects
who drew the plans and specifications
and superintended the construction of
the Zelda theater.

Ten air ducts each 10 feet long,
placed around the canopy of the the-
ater 27 feet above the orchestra pit,
will furnish fresh air throughout
every part of the theater. This meth-
od of ventilation, Gilluson explained,
forces the impure air to the floor.
From here it is drawn out by two
large exhausts as close to the floor as
possible. Electrically operated fans
cause the suction which draws the
pure alr into the theater and force
out the impure air by way.of the ex-
hausts. In winter the cold air will
be tempered by steam warmed coils
‘before being allowed to circulate.

Plan and Decorations, N

In the language of the architects,
the front of the Zelda theatreisa true
modern Doris architectural terra cotta
treatment. The front is made up of
a Doric cornice supported by two mas-
stve Dorfo columns, ths ornaments
harmonizing with the general color
scheme, which 1s cream and green.
These colors prevail throughout the
theater.

Soft light will be furnished by the
indirect system of eleectrical lighting,
and small lights are placed on each
pilaster along the wally. These lights

W. A ABRAILWMSON.

will serve for ornaments rather than
producers of light.

Bayha & Co. have furnished tho
mezzanine room with handsome solid
quarter sawed oak. The pieces havz
cane panels and are finished in the
delizhtful forest green touch, Bayha
& Co. have made a specialty of fur-
nishing theaters, clubs and llbraries
and have used excellent taste in the
furniture selected for the Zelda.

The kinodrome room—that’s where
the operator of the fillm machine has
his position—is absolutely flreproof.
So are all of the doors and exits.
Strict compliance with the city bulld-
ing ordinance may be seen on every
hana,

The general contract of building the
theater was carried out by Fawcett &
Bergstrom, general contractors and
builders, 17 Mesaba block. The mem-
bers of the firm assert that they stand
ready on shortest notice to build any-
thing from an humble cottage to a

Theater, Newest “Movie’’ Playhouse

—Wangenstein & Giltuson, Architects.

skysecraper. .
Soft reseda, green, caen stone and
Bray tan form _ the general color
scheme of the interior wall and panel
decorations. The enrichments are car-
ried out in gold, Soft brown mahog-
any for the woodwork blends pleas-
1ingly with the general decorative
I scheme. The caen stone is found only
in the main entrance, The art glass
harmonizes with general color scheme.
IHo]mboc & Gilboe, interior. decora-
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tors, 405 East Superior street, had

the contract for the interior decor

tions and also designed the art glass. |
Others Furnish Work,

Among other firms who helped
build and’ furnish the Zelda theater
are: Deetz & Co., who built the root
and installed the ventilating system;
F. A. Peterson, 2002 West Superior
street, who put in the electric wiring
Duluth Hardware company, locks,
keys and hardware accessories; Bayha
& Co.,.who furnished the seven-piece
outfit for the Mezzanine room; Dun-
lop & Moore, 22 Third avenue West,
who furnished the marble tile and
brass work, Burgess Electric com-
I pany, who installed the electrical fix-
tures, and Morris Electric & Supply
Co., 112 East Superior street, in-
stalled the lamps.

Musical Features.

Pipe organ and plano, each supreme
in its own field, will make up the mu-
sical equipment of the new theater.
The pipe organ, a product of the W,
W. Kimball Piano Factory company
of Chicago, 1s said to be the most
perfect instrument of its kind with
reference to its imitative powers. E.
H. Griffin, manager of the local fac-
tory branch store, 20 Third avenue
West, and also manager of the Supe«
rior branch, yesterday said that the
Kimball plpe organ was the finest in
the world.

In support of hisg assertlons Griftin
produced the following testimonial:

June 30, 1901.
The Tabernacle Organ at Salt
Lake City s undoubtedly the
grandest musical instrument in
the world. It has the distinction
of being not only the most pow-
erful, but the most varied, of any
organ in the world, It reproduces
the vibrations of the human veoica
so perfectly as to deceive the very
elect. When the organ plays an
accompaniment to a solo it sings
with the singer, and the listener



" Eralns his.ears to distinguish be.’
txeen the 'two voices ' In the ree. .
¢ital'with " which our party was
favered, Prof. John J. dceClellan
eliclwted-as organist, and aa the
sWeey and  golemn  notes  con-
cluded the Doxology the organ
sang the word “Amen.” I shall
maintaln agalpst all contention
that the insoument actually ar-
teulated the word In  human
voice, and eang it with a depth
and sweetzess and power such
&3 I have never heard before.—~—
%’- A, Spaulding, in Los Angeles
mes.

“The best grand In the world,” was
Le assertion made by S. E. Gliiuson,
ol manager of the Raudenbush &
ks Plans Co., of St. Paul, in speake-
% of the Knabe plano. The piano
"y bought from the local branch
g&t located at 232 TWest First

Y

“lome of the world's greatest mas-
bof the plano and others of Ereat
¥t prefer the Knabe plano, also was
8 assertion expressed by Giliuson.

Knabe 1s in use at the papal pal-
¥, Rome. Jans Kubclik uses none
@ the Knabe. Leschitsky, re-
*fed German-Pollsh teacher and
Impaser, prefers the plapo of which
Muson " spoke with enthusiasm.
xf-flerine Gootaon, American concert
“ift; the Shah of Persia and many

others prefer' the  Knabde plane.
Golden Touch.

. M. Abrahamson is the Midas of
Duluth's theater circls. Abrahamson
is the man with the golden touch..
Hopeless tailures are turned into suc.
cesses In his. hands. When a theater
1s run down at the heel—using a fig-
ure of speech—Abrahamson is th}
maéx to build it up and straighten it
ou

Owner and manager of three thea-
ters, member of Allardt Brothers' cir-
cuit, member of Western Vaudeville
Managers' association, member of the
Duluth Theatrical] Owners’ and Man.
agers’ association—Abrahamson en-
joys a unique and enviable position
in theatrical circles throughout the
northwest as well as in Duluth,

In 1910 Abrahamson entered the
theatrical fleld by taking over ths
Savoy theater. Since then the Savoy
has been sold and re.sold twice, al-
ways Abrahamson belng seller and
buyer. Today the Savoy ig still Abra:
hamson’s pet. Abrahamson once
owned the Bijou theater, West End.
but sold it because looking after it
took him from the center of his busi-
ness activities,

‘When the Bullivan-Considine peo-
ple closed the Bijou (now the Em-

_press), Abrahamson took it over and

turned the failure into success.
Continued on Page 13.
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Continued' from Page 11 -

Attentlon to details, according to
Abrahamson, is the only means by
which one may reach success. Keep-
Ing an eye open-to the progress being
made daily in the motion picture busi.
ness ig one of Abrahamson’s most im-
portant daties. This is fllustrated in
the completeness of equipment of the
Zelda theater, )

Human hands will not touch tickets
sold at tha new theater——that is, not
the hands of any one in the box of.
fice. Automatically and sanitarily,
tickets will be clicked out to you from
a machine which the ticket seller will
operate with a simple little pull at a
lever. That machine cost over $400.
And it's the last thing in that sort
of a machine, )

It 13 expected that hundreéds of per-
sons will *be turned away because
there will not be room to accommo-
date the many thousands who will
come to satlsfy their curiosity con-
cerning Duluth’s and the northwest's
most complete motion picture theater
which presents its first program to-
morrow night. Overcrowding will be
avoided and those who come early and
gain admission will be made com-
fortable in the theater, whare in hot-
test weather a temperature of 65 de-
grees can be maintained.




